Your Health and Well-Being

From Community Health
 Cervical Cancer Vaccine – your questions answered!

Karin Stanzel – Community Health Nurse and accredited Pap test provider with Yea Hospital has had a number of concerned parents asking questions about the new cervical cancer vaccine. In this article she answers the most commonly asked questions. 

What is the cervical cancer vaccine?
The cervical cancer vaccine, called Gardasil protects against four types of human papilloma virus (HPV). HPV types 16 and 18 cause around 70% of cervical cancers and types 11 and 6 are responsible for around 90% of genital warts. 

When will my daughter get immunised? And who is eligible? 

Gardasil has been added to the National Immunization Program and will be offered to young women from 12-26 years of age. The vaccine course consists of 3 injections given in the upper arm, over a six months period.

From April 2007 there will be a school-based program as follows:

· 2007: Females in Year 7 and in Years 10,11,and 12

· 2008: Females in Year 7 and Years 9 and 10

· 2009 Females in Year 7 and ongoing.

Young women aged between 18-26 will be able to be immunised by their GP’s or community-based immunisation provider from July 2007 until June 2009. 

How safe is the vaccine? 

Like many vaccines, there are some side effects. After having the vaccine, some women develop a slight fever, while others have a redness or irritation at the injection site. 

Will my daughter need to have Pap tests when she is older?

Yes, while the cervical cancer vaccine protects against two types of HPV, which are responsible for 70% of cervical cancer, it does not cover all HPV types that cause this disease. Therefore, it is very important for women ages 18-69 to have regular 2 yearly Pap tests. 

Your GP or Community Health Nurse will be able to provide this screening test. The Well Women’s Clinic in Yea offers monthly clinics and appointments can be arranged on 5736 0400.
Community Health at Yea Hospital – phone 5736 0400 and at Alexandra Hospital – phone 5772 0800
